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What should we call moose?

ÅñInvasive alien species: a species that is established 

outside of its natural past or present distribution, whose 

introduction and/or spread threaten biological diversity 

(IUCN. 2000. IUCN Guidelines for the Prevention of 

Biodiversity Loss Caused by Alien Invasive Species).ò

ÅñNaturalized species: A non-native species that has 

become established in a local ecosystem and it is 

infeasible or undesirable to eliminate.ò 

Draft Hyperabundant Species Management Directive



Hyperabundanté

ÅñHyperabundant wildlife: native or naturalized

wildlife populations that exceed the availability and 

sensitivity of the ecosystem(s) with a predicted or 

demonstrated long-term negative impact on species 

at risk and/or ecological integrityéò 
Draft Hyperabundant Species Management Directive



What causes Hyperabundance?

Occurs when:

1.there is a food subsidy, such as available garbage;

2.competitors are reduced/removed;

3. there is a redefined ecological niche;

4.changing climate provides favorable conditions for 

reproduction and survival; or

5.predators are removed from the ecosystem (TNNP, no 

wolves or hunting)



Ecological Context in NL

ÅBoreal forest dominated by spruce and fir

ÅMoose were introduced to the island 

(1878, 1904) and became hyperabundant

ÅInitially an abundant supply of preferred 

forage species

ÅWolves were extirpated (1911); no 

significant natural predation





Moose in TNNP ïthe early years

ÅFirst recorded in 1930; well 
established by early 1940s

Å91% (365km2) of park 
considered moose habitat

Å1997 estimate: 650 animals



Impacts in TNNP (GMNP)é
ÅMoose were negatively impacting the integrity of 

native forest ecosystem, PC mandate not being meté

ÅResearch showed that moose were:

ÅRestricting natural forest regeneration by browsing 
young trees in disturbed areas and mature balsam fir 
forests.

ÅReducing the abundance and distribution of native 
species (i.e. balsam fir, white birch, red maple, Canada 
yew and mountain ash)

ÅTransporting seeds of exotic plants as well as creating 
an environment where invasive plants are easily 
established

Moose would eventually affect Species at Risk


