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Consulted Local Experts 2015 Got to Work 

Canada: 1413 species 
Nova Scotia (NS): 
437 
New Brunswick 
(NB): 379 
Prince Edward 
Island (PEI): 38 
Paquin et al. (2010) 

 

 



 Colours disappear in  
alcohol 

 

 Need microscope, look at 
adult genitalia 

 

 Photographs mostly 
useless  

 

 Where to find an expert 
to identify them? 



 

Locke, Christina M., et al. "Managing a large citizen science project to monitor 
wildlife." Wildlife Society Bulletin 43.1 (2019): 4-10. 
 

 Build team 

 Identify key audiences 

 Secure funding 

 Develop and maintain 

information technology 

(IT) infrastructure 



 

WORKSHOP-catch them FEEDBACK 

 Recruit volunteers -23 
 

 Manage volunteers 
 

 Retain volunteers 
 
 



Spider Love Fest 

 



Blagoev, Gergin A., et al. 2016. Untangling taxonomy: a DNA barcode 

reference library for Canadian spiders." Molecular Ecology Resources 
16: 325–341. https://doi.org/10.1111/1755-0998.12444 

 

 

 

 Aimed for 1000 but 
  over 4300 collected 
  
 Student project to sort 

 
 Another spider project 

had already begun in 
PEI 
 

 Solution: combine 
results 
 
 



 
- Upped the spider total 

to198 from 44 (vs. 38)  
 

- 130 species from 737 

adult specimens (NPE)  

 

- 82 species from PEINP 

barcode, additional 69 as 
work continues (CBG) 

 
-  19 introduced species. 

 



Would we do it differently a 
2nd time?  Get more $$$ 

Off to the NB Museum 

 

 A record of  PEI spiders 
written by 8 authors 

 

 Increased public 
interest in spiders 

 

 We know many remain 
to be found 

 



 
Brown, Eleanor D., and Byron K. Williams. "The potential for citizen 
science to produce reliable and useful information in 
ecology." Conservation Biology 33.3 (2019): 561-569. 
 

 

 Opportunistic collecting , not 
suitable for estimating  abundance, 
density or long-term monitoring 

 

 Result was presence-only 
observational data (location, 
occurrence of species) 

  

 Some variation in data quality,  
very low cost  

 

 Public engagement was spectacular 

 



Thank you for listening 

 
 Thank you to all our citizen scientists 

 

  To all our authors with special thanks 
to Joe Bowden 

 

 To the Centre for Biodiversity Genomics 
at University of Guelph and G Blagoev 


