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Partner Toolkit
National Invasive Species Awareness Week 
(NISAW) raises awareness on invasive species 
issues, shares important information with partners 
to assist them with their invasive species work, as 
well as to encourage citizens to take action to 
prevent the spread of invasive species in Canada. 

The Canadian Council on Invasive Species (CCIS) is 
hosting TWO invasive species awareness weeks in 
2021, the first was held in February, focusing on 
information sharing, and the second week  is being 
held May 15-22, 2021. 

This 2021 May NISAW will focus on promoting 
Canadians to “Take Action” through specific steps 
that stop the spread of invasive species. The CCIS 
has developed a toolkit to help our partners 
promote this week in their province or territory, 
to raise awareness and promote action against 
invasive species together!

GOAL: Encourage Canadians to take action against 
invasive species

OBJECTIVE: Work with partners across Canada to 
share invasive species information to their target 
audiences through social media and other online 
tools to encourage Canadians to take action to 
prevent the spread of invasive species.

PARTICIPANTS: Any individual or organization 
with an ability to participate on social media, 
who have an interest or mandate related to 
invasive species management, prevention and 
awareness in Canada and beyond.

TARGET AUDIENCE: Individuals and groups 
including but not limited to gardeners, anglers, 
hunters, recreational boaters, trail users, 
campers, property owners, and farmers.
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How to Participate
Social media is an important tool to raise 
awareness on invasive species and promote 
positive actions to prevent their spread. CCIS has 
developed a schedule of themes, suggested 
content ideas, resources and ready-to-use posts 
to guide participating individuals and 
organizations when posting on Twitter, Facebook 
and other social platforms. 

To align with other partners we will be using the 
hashtag #NISAW #invasivespecies #ISAW. 

You can participate in the following ways:

• INTERACT WITH CONTENT: Like, share/
retweet content created by CCIS and other
groups using #NISAW #invasivespecies
#ISAW

• CREATE YOUR OWN CONTENT: Use the
content schedule as a guide to create your
own invasive species posts using #NISAW
#invasivespecies #ISAW

Thank you for helping spread the word to 
prevent the spread of invasive species in Canada!  
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Content Schedule 
SUNDAY, MAY 16, 2021
Citizen Science and Reporting
SUGGESTED CONTENT: Promote Canadians to 
report invasive species sightings and take other 
citizen science actions. 
Programs and Resources:
ReportCanadaInvasives.ca

Community Science Presentations (March 2020)

Sample  Posts:
Take action and report #invasivespecies. The more 
eyes on the ground, the earlier we can detect and 
manage invasive species before an infestation gets
out of hand! To report sightings visit
 www.reportcanadainvasives.ca #NISAW #ISAW

SATURDAY, MAY 15, 2021 
Invasive Species 101 
SUGGESTED CONTENT: Define invasive species, 
their impacts and provide examples of the threats 
they pose.
Programs and Resources:
About invasive species and their pathways of spread

Sample Posts:
What is an #invasivespecies? A non-native living 
organism (plant, animal, or disease) causing a 
negative impact to ecosystems, the economy, or 
even human health. #NISAW #ISAW

The Impact of #invasivespecies is estimated to cost 
$30 billion annually in Canada. To learn how you 
can help prevent the spread of invasive species visit 
www.canadainvasives.ca #NISAW #ISAW

MONDAY, MAY 17, 2021

Terrestrial Invasive Species
SUGGESTED CONTENT: Promote the prevention of terrestrial invasive species by targeting outdoor 
recreation. Highlight existing programs and resources that help prevent the spread such as "Play Clean 
Go".

Programs and Resources: 

Sample Posts:
Our beloved trails, parks and other recreational spots are being overrun by unwanted guests. Give 
#invasivespecies the brush off and take the #PlayCleanGo pledge today! www.playcleango.ca #NISAW 
#ISAW

Remember to clean your outdoor gear! When we #PlayCleanGo, we prevent invasive seeds and other pests 
from spreading into our favourite trails and recreational spots. For tips visit 
www.playcleango.ca  #invasivespecies #NISAW #ISAW

Take these easy steps to stop invasive species: Stay on trails, clean your gear, clothes, and pets & pledge 
to always #PlayCleanGo! www.playcleango.ca #invasivespecies #NISAW #ISAW

www.PlayCleanGo.ca

https://canadainvasives.ca/invasive-species/
https://canadainvasives.ca/wp-content/uploads/2019/08/CCIS-Firewood-Activity-Guide-EN-PRINT.pdf
https://canadainvasives.ca/wp-content/uploads/2019/08/CCIS-Forest-Pest-Guide-EN_web.pdf
https://canadainvasives.ca/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/CCIS-Adopt-and-Aquatic-Area-Toolkit-3_FINAL_UPDATED.pdf
https://canadainvasives.ca/take-action/report/
https://canadainvasives.ca/invasive-species/resources/
https://canadainvasives.ca/programs/playcleango/
https://canadainvasives.ca/invasive-species/
https://canadainvasives.ca/take-action/report/
https://canadainvasives.ca/
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Content Schedule continued 

TUESDAY, MAY 18, 2021
Aquatic Invasive Species
SUGGESTED CONTENT: Focus on messaging that promotes the prevention of aquatic invasive 
species, such as by taking the "Clean Drain Dry" steps.

Programs and Resources:
CleanDrainDry.ca 

Zebra and Quagga Mussel Fact Sheet

Adopt and Aquatic Habitat Toolkit

How to Clean Drain Dry Video 

Sample  Posts:
3 easy steps to protect your favourite water body: CLEAN, DRAIN, DRY your boat, fishing gear and boating 
equipment after each use. To learn more about aquatic #invasivespecies & take the pledge, visit: 
www.cleandraindry.ca #NISAW #ISAW

Did You Know - #invasivespecies threaten the health of our waterways and can even impede our ability to 
swim, fish and boat on them? Clean Drain Dry your watercraft and fishing gear to protect our waters from 
aquatic invasive species! Learn more & pledge at www.CleanDrainDry.ca #NISAW #ISAW

The only way to protect our waters from damaging #invasivespecies is to prevent them from entering in 
the first place. ALWAYS Clean Drain Dry your watercraft, fishing gear and other equipment after returning 
to shore. #NISAW #ISAW

WEDNESDAY,  MAY   19,   2021
Invasive Forest Pests
SUGGESTED CONTENT: Focus on messaging that promotes the prevention of moving firewood 
(ex. Buy Local Burn Local) and other wood products that can carry pests that harm our 
forests and trees. 
Programs and Resources:
Youth Activity & Colouring Book

buylocalburnlocal.ca

Sample         Posts:
Don't give invasive pests a free ride! When you #buylocalburnlocal firewood you prevent hidden 
#invasivespecies from harming our forests and trees! Learn more at www.buylocalburnlocal.ca #NISAW 
#ISAW 

Is your firewood pest-free? Harmful #invasivespecies that threaten our forests can be transported in 
firewood without you knowing it! Don't risk it, #BuyLocalBurnLocal firewood instead of transporting it.
Our trees & forest will thank you! www.BuyLocalBurnLocal.ca #NISAW #ISAW

https://canadainvasives.ca/wp-content/uploads/2019/07/CCIS_Code_of_Conduct_Lanscape-web.pdf
https://www.cbd.int/idb/
https://canadainvasives.ca/programs/clean-drain-dry/
https://canadainvasives.ca/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/Fact-Sheet_FINAL.pdf
https://canadainvasives.ca/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/CCIS-Adopt-and-Aquatic-Area-Toolkit-3_FINAL_UPDATED.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zw-cpjMcXqg
https://canadainvasives.ca/wp-content/uploads/2019/08/CCIS-Firewood-Activity-Guide-EN-PRINT.pdf
https://canadainvasives.ca/programs/buy-local-burn-local/
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Content Schedule continued

SUGGESTED CONTENT: 
Encourage invasive-free gardening and the 
sale and purchase of only non-invasive 
and native plant species. Additionally, in 
observance of World Bee Day #WorldBeeDay, 
promote pollinator friendly garden species. 

Programs and Resources:
Be-Plant-Wise.ca 

Voluntary Code of Conduct for the Ornamental 
Horticulture Industry

Canada’s Unwanted Invasive Plant List

THURSDAY, MAY  20, 2021
Horticulture and Invasive-free Gardening (World Bee Day)

Sample Posts:
No one likes a weedy garden! In Canada, 40% of non-native vascular plants are considered weedy 
or #invasivespecies. #BePlantWise and grow non-invasive garden species. #NISAW #ISAW
www.Be-Plant-Wise.ca

Invasive plants can outcompete native plants for nutrients, water and space in your garden and 
natural spaces. Support your pollinator friends this #WorldBeeDay by growing non-invasive and 
native plants! #Invasivespecies #NISAW

Is your garden invasive-free? For a Plant Wise garden make sure to: Buy locally grown plants, plant 
only non-invasive and native plant species and know how each plant grows! For a list of Canada's 
unwanted #invasive plants visit www.Be-Plant-Wise.ca #NISAW #ISAW

SUGGESTED CONTENT: Encourage pet 
owners, anglers, and others to prevent the 
release of invasive species (ex. gold fish, 
turtles, pigs, angling bait, sport fish). And 
recognize Endangered Species Day by using 
#StopExtinction

Programs and Resources: 
Canadian Wildlife Health Cooperative (Invasive 
Pigs)
Alberta's Squeal on Pigs
Endagered Species Day 

FRIDAY MAY 21, 2021
Prevent the Release of Species (Endangered Species Day)

Sample Posts:
Did you know your pet can be an #InvasiveSpecies and can impact our native and at-risk species? Re-
home your pet responsibly! #StopExtinction #NISAW #ISAW

Escaped or released species like pigs can impact agriculture, property values and spread disease to 
livestock. Stop the release of species. #invasivespecies #NISAW #ISAW

https://www.endangered.org/campaigns/endangered-species-day/#:~:text=Endangered%20Species%20Day%20Celebrate%2016th%20Annual%20Endangered%20Species,taking%20action%20to%20protect%20threatened%20and%20endangered%20species.
https://canadainvasives.ca/wp-content/uploads/2019/08/2019-08-02_CCIS-Invasive-Species-List_FINAL.pdf
https://canadainvasives.ca/programs/be-plant-wise/
https://canadainvasives.ca/wp-content/uploads/2019/07/CCIS_Code_of_Conduct_Lanscape-web.pdf
http://www.cwhc-rcsf.ca/invasive_pigs.php
https://abinvasives.ca/squeal-on-pigs/
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Content Schedule continued

SATURDAY, MAY 22, 2021

Protect Biodiversity (International Day of Biological Diversity)
SUGGESTED CONTENT: Feature resources and 
information that demonstrate the impact of 
invasive species on biodiversity and actions 
that can protect biodiversity. Recognize the 
International Day of Biodiversity using 
#BiodiversityDay and #ForNature

Convention on Biological Diversity – 
International Day of Biological Diversity

Programs and Resources:
About Invasive Species and their impacts

Sample Posts:
Did you know #Invasivespecies are a leading threat to biodiversity loss around the world? By growing 
and reproducing quickly they can easily out compete native species. Protect our landscapes by 
preventing their spread! Learn more at www.CanadaInvasives.ca #NISAW #ISAW

On the #IUCN Red List, #invasivespecies are the most common threat to amphibians, reptiles and 
mammals. Learn what you can do #ForNature this #BiodiversityDay #NISAW #ISAW

#Invasivespecies outcompete native species for resources by rapidly reproducing and growing, 
threatening native biodiversity. Proactively preventing the spread of invasive species can help protect 
our biodiversity. #BiodiversityDay #ForNature #NISAW #ISAW

http://cqeee.org/
https://www.un.org/en/observances/biological-diversity-day
https://canadainvasives.ca/invasive-species/
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