FACT SHEET

“Spongy moth” is the new common name for
Lymantria dispar dispar, or the LDD moth. Every
7 to 10 years, outbreaks of this invasive insect
attack eastern Canada’s trees, eating their leaves
and making them vulnerable to disease, other

insect attacks, and death.

The spongy moth is not currently established in
western Canada - let’s keep it that way!
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WHERE TO CHECK

A few easy actions can help prevent
the spread of spongy moths to
western Canada and limit their
impacts in eastern Canada.

SPONGY MOTH

CHECK BEFORE YOU GO:
Have you seen the spongy moth?

Check your vehicle.

Spongy moths can spread by hitchhiking or laying eggs on cars,
trailers, campers, or ATVs. Carefully inspect your vehicle for spongy
moth eggs, caterpillars, or moths. Sweep out your trailer and camper.
Remove any plants, insects, or mud.

Check your outdoor items and gear.

Spongy moths are found in rural and urban areas. So, it’s important
to inspect all your outdoor items, including grills, patio furniture,
yard games, and camping gear.

Don’t move firewood.

Spongy moths feed or lay eggs on more than 300 plant and tree
species. Buy firewood close to where you will use it, so you avoid
transporting unwanted hitchhikers. Leave unused firewood on site.
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SPONGY MOTH

WHAT TO LOOK FOR

Fall/Winter

from the females abdomen.

Spring/Early Summer

red tubercles (outgrowths).

Agriculture, Bugwood.org

Early-Mid Summer

and Disease Image Library, Bugwood.org

Late Summer

females, they are able to fly.
Credit: Pest and Disease Image Library, Bugwood.org

Late Summer

of 5.5-7 cm.

Credit: Pest and Disease Image Library, Bugwood.org

IF YOU FIND A SPONGY MOTH:

Avoid direct contact. Touching spongy moths can cause minor
rashes, eye irritation, or breathing complaints. Avoid direct contact by
wearing long sleeves, gloves and face coverings when dealing with them.

Destroy it! Scrape off and destroy egg masses or caterpillars
by placing them in hot, soapy water and leaving them to soak for at least
2 days before disposing of them in the garbage.

Observe and Report. Visit www.reportcanadainvasives.ca to learn
how to report invasive species in your province or territory.

References Canadian Food Inspection Agency, 2021. Lymantria dispar dispar (LDD moth) - Fact Sheet.

Egg masses are 3-6 cm long and covered in tan coloured hairs

Credit: Karla Salp, Washington State Department of Agriculture, Bugwood.org

Larvae go through a series of moults. Later stages have blue and

Credit: Steven Katovich, Bugwood.org, Karla Salp, Washington State Department of

Larvae become reddish-brown pupae for 1-2 weeks.
Credit: Karla Salp, Washington State Department of Agriculture, Bugwood.org, Pest

Males are mottled brown and have a wing span of 3.5-4 cm. Unlike

Females are white with black markings and have a wingspan
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